PORTLAND FIRE DEPARTMENT

Alarms Answered - 1982

Still Emergencies Desk  Street E.S.S. AD.T. Monthly

Month Alarms (Counted w/Stills) Boxes Boxes Boxes  Boxes Totals
January 221 26 64 40 9 7 341
February 167 28 36 37 6 1 247
March 164 41 37 47 15 3 266
April 205 29 46 59 9 2 321
May 201 16 32 46 10 2 291
June 152 20 31 51 8 2 244
July 168 30 - 34 48 5 1 256
August 158 23 42 34 4 3 241
September 156 22 42 61 9 2 270
October 216 24 37 57 11 2 323
November 153 13 52 51 5 3 264
December 185 27 60 48 1 299

TOTAL = 2,146 299 513 579 96 29 3,662
"All-Hands" 41 False Alarms 37
2-Alarm Fires 13 Bomb Threats 11
3-Alarm Fires 0 Lock Outs / Ins 54
Special Calls 13 Fire Deaths 2
Out of City 3 Medical Crisis Unit Calls

(Medcu) 6,339

Fire Companies - Runs Island Volunteer Companies
Engine 1 634 Engine 12 - Peak's Is.
Engine 3 655 Engine 13 - Great Diamond
Engine 4 1,097 Engine 14 - Long Is.
Engine 5 897 Engine 15 - Cliff Is.
Engine 6 824
E-7 Fireboat 161
Engine 8 * 168
Engine 8 Quint * 133 * In service 7/20/82.
Engine 9 343
Engine 11 356 _
Ladder 1 1,035 . Medcu Units Runs
Ladder 3 651 Medcu No. 3 3,803
Ladder 6 1,074 Medcu No. 4 2,339
Air Rescue 133
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By TED COHEN :
Staff Writer

Deputy Fire Chief Samuel Serappa is a happy man —
having retired after 20 years and 15,000 alarms as a
Portland firefighter — but his wife may be‘even hap-
pier. ‘

“The feeling is total relief, from 20 years not knowing
night-to-night what is-happening (to my husband),?
said Michele Serappa, whose father is also a rétired
firefighter. “It’s hard to keep track of your husband on
the scanner.” -

“She’s quite happy to get me out of that job,” said the
42-year-old Serappa, who began climbing ladders after

.-working for a trucking company and canning firm:

“Some of my friends I was in the Marine Corps re-
serves with were in the fire department,” Serappa said,
adding, “I always had an-interest in the fire depart-
ment. I always used to chase fires when Iwasakid.

“My first piece was Engine 5 at Central Station,” Se-
rappa recalled. *At that¢ime, that was the busiest piece
in the city. We had all the wharves and Oxford Street; It
was heavily populated at that time. Now, it’s all parking
lots.

“I made lieutenant out of Engine 3, on Stevens
Avenue, in 1968. I had seven years when I made lieu-
tenant.” And, “in those days you had to have 15 years to
make lieutenant. That wasn’t a fact, but it was really
the rule.” -

Then, three years later it was captain. And 514 years
later, deputy chief, one of five in the city. o

“I guess the major attraction in‘fighting fires,” ac-
cording to Serappa, ‘‘is the excitement and the action..
As a matter of fact, 'm starting to miss it already,” he
said in an interview from his home on a quiet Sunday.

As a firefighter, he added, I felt self-satisfaction of a
job done when you saved someone or put a fire out. If
you knew somebody could be dead, and you saved their
life, it’s a good feeling.” v ‘

Serappa said he “spent most of my career ona ladder
truck,” which is “more of a rescue operation than extin-
guishing fires.” - . :

When arriving at a fire, Serappa said, fire authorities
are often given conflicting information about whether
everyone has escaped. And there’s no choice in such a
case. “You're in there looking just as if there was some-
body in there. )

“Sometimes you find someone and :sometimes you
don’t,” he said. “When you go-into a building and:you

can’t see anything and ‘you have to feel your way
around, it’s a strange feeling.” .

Serappa -said “his- most - memorable injury, which
caused a six-week medical leave, occurred when his leg
was crushed by the “turntable” on the ladder truck.

"It was a freak accident,” he said. “We were using a
different ladder that week. It was'a working fire and we
had ‘two to three people trapped. I reached into the
back seat to get an ax, and I turned around and felt

something grabbing my boot.
+o "It crushed my leg against the back seat,” he said.
Asked if there was a lot of pain, Berappa said, “It hurt a
lot. Let’s just leave it at that.”
Fighting fires in the winter is the toughest part of the
job, Serappa said.

' Deputy Fire Chief Samuel Serappa leaves the

photo by Merry Farnum)

department after 20 years of battling blazes. (Staff

“When you get the elements against you, it’s really

.bad. A summer fire is a piece of cake compared to’

winter, no snowbanks to climb, no icy ladders.”

The worst fire Serappa ever saw was at Central
Apartments on-Pearl Street in 1871. “We lost four or
five people that night,” Serappa said. ‘ ‘

The most ‘devastating blaze to him personally, he
said, was the one at the Phoenix, a disco on Oak Street
wl'éere firefighter Joseph C. Cavallaro Jr. died in March
1580. ' .

“I can’t even describe it to you,” Serappa said when
asked what it was like to lose the comrade everyone
knew as “Joey.” “It’s as sad as sad can possibly be. I
don’t ltnow whether there is 2 word for it in the diction-
ary.




GREATER PORTLAND DIRECTORY —1982

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Headquarters, Central Fire Station, 109 Middle Street

BOARD OF ENGINEERS

Chief Engineer—Joseph McDonough

Deputy Chiefs—John R. Flaherty, James F. Robertson,
Samuel M. Serappa, Carleton E. Winslow, Jr., John D.
Mancini

Fire Alarm—Public Safety Bidg.

Fire Alarm Supervisor—Samuel Allen, ll|

Engine 1—134 Congress st.

Engine 3—212 Stevens av,

Engine 4—784 Congress st. %

Engine 5—134 Congress st. K“ {

Engine 6—784 Congress st. S

Engine 7—(Fire Boat)—Me. State Pler "(/E)_ VI

Engine 8—Allen avawrmem T

Engine 9—1600 Forest av.

Engine 11—574 Ocean av.

Engine 12—Peaks Island

Ladder 1—134 Congress st.

Ladder 3—212 Stevens av. ¢ &¢

Ladder-d—Alen.ay:=—""

Ladder 6—784 Congress st.

Crash Station—1300 Westbrook st., Capt. Fletcher

Fire Prevention Bureau—382 Congress st, Lt. James
Collins

Administration Division—109 Middle st.
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